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Abstract

Gao Jianqun’s novel Da Yilian is a romantic text that integrates philosophical reflection
with a profound concern for life. Narrated from the perspective of the “White House” soldier,
the novel depicts the protagonist’s spatial journey from his homeland to the frontier and
eventually to the city. Through this spatial transformation, it constructs a life narrative that is
both romantic and tragic. This study takes “harvest” and “guardianship” as its central
metaphors to examine their unified yet oppositional role within the narrative structure, and
to explore their contemporary implications for understanding life.The paper first analyzes the
philosophical significance embedded in the image of Da Yilian. It then explores the dialectical
narrative structure formed by three interrelated spaces—frontier, urban, and psychological—
through the interplay of harvest and guardianship. Furthermore, it interprets the image of the
“black horse” as symbolizing both wandering and perseverance. Finally, by reexamining the
notion of “chivalric spirit” in a contemporary context, the study reveals the novel’s enduring
life values.The findings suggest that Da Yilian employs “harvest” and “guardianship” as core
metaphors to propose a new approach to life cognition: life requires both the harvesting of
ideas through movement and the safeguarding of memory through reflection. It calls for both

the courage to act and a compassionate reverence for life.

Keywords: Gao Jianqun; Da Yilian; spatial narrative; harvest; guardianship; philosophy of life,

consumer satisfaction, perceived quality, perceived giving, D&M and ECM-IT model
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